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SUBJECT: SOVIET MOLDAVIAN FIRST SECRETARY VISITS ROMANIA 

1 . SCINTEIA (DECEMBER 4, 1976) ANNOUNCES DECEMBER 3 
ARRIVAL OF MOLDAVIAN SSR FIRST SECRETARY AND MRS' IVAN 
GODYUL ON "FRIENDLY" VISIT TO ROMANIA AT INVITATION OF 
PRESIDENT AND MRS. CEAUSESCU. PRESS ALSO FRONT- PAGES 
(WITH PHOTO) THEIR RECEPTION SAME DAY BY THE CEAUSESCUS. 
BODYUL WAS MET AT AIRPORT BY RCP PARTY SECREATARY ILIE 
VERDET AND LATER HAD TALKS AT RCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE WITH 
VERDET, WHILE MR. BODYUL TOURED BUCHAREST IN 
COMPANY OF THE "OTHER WOMAN" ON RCP POLEXCO. LINA 
CIOBANU. PARTY THEN TRAVELED TO BRASOV FOR VISIT 

WHICH APPARENTLY STILL CONTINUES. 

2. COMMENT. BODYUL AND HIS WIFE ARE HIGHEST LEVEL 
VISITORS FROM OLDAVIAN SSR TO TRAVEL TO ROMANIA. 

THEIR TRIP UNDOUBTEDLY STEMS FROM CEAUSESCUS OWN 
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AUGUST WHERE HE SPOKE OF 'INTENSIFYING CONTACTS" 

BETWEEN MOLDAVIAN SSR AND ROMANIA. WHILE THERE 
HAVE BEEN INTERMITTENT EXCHANGES OF LOWER LEVEL 
DELEGATIONS IN PAST. E.G. VISIT OF KISHINEV (CHISINAU) 

MAYOR HERE IN JUNE AND OCCASIONAL LOCAL PARTY ACTIVIST 
DELEGATIONS, BODYUL’S TRIP MAY PRESAGE GREATER FLOW 
IN FUTURE. INSEPTEMBER IASI FIRST SECRETARY ILIESCU 
REMARKED TO AMBASSADOR THAT IT WAS AFTER ALL SOMEWHAT 
STRANGE THAT SOVIET MOLDAVIA SHOULD HAVE MORE TIES 
WITH BULGARIA THAN WITH ROMANIA. 

3. HOWEVER, BODYUL S VISIT HERE, AS DID CEAUSESCU’S 
TRIP TO SOVIET MOLDAVIA, IS LIKELY TO CREATE SOME 
CONFUSION, AND PERHAPS EVEN CONSTERNATION, IN RANKS 
OF PARTY AND POPULACE. WHILE THERE MAY BE GAINS TO 
"SHOWINGTHE FLAG" IN SOVIET MOLDAVIA AND IN EFFECT 
UNDERLINING THE HISTORICAL AFFINITY OF REGION WITH 
ROMANIA, THESE WOULD SEEM TOBE COUNTER-BALANCED 
BY POSSIBLE PERCEPTION THAT CEAUSESCU HAS 
"CAVED" ON A METTER OF TRADITIONAL CONCERN TO 
ROMANIANS. BOTH SIDES CLEARLY WISH TO PLAY 

DOWN OLD ANTAGONISMS IN INTEREST OF CURRENT SOVIET- 
ROMANIAN RAPPROCHMENT, HOWEVER THE BASSARABIAN PROBLEM 
REMAINS AMOST DELICATE ONE FOR ANY ROMANIAN TO 
DEAL WITH SUCCESSFULLY. 

4. WE HAVE ALSO BEEN STRUCK BY THE RECENT ROLE 
PLAYED BY ILIE VERDET IN REGARD TO ROMANIAN RELATIONS 
WITH SOVIETUNION. DURING BREZHNEV VISIT HE WAS MUCH 
IN EVIDENCE AND, AS NOTED BY SEVERAL OBSERVERS AT 
AIRPORT. WAS MOST EFFUSIVE OF ROMANIANS IN HIS DE- 
DEPARTURE EMBRACE OF BREZHNEV. NOW HE MEETS AND HOLDS 
TALKS WITH BODYUL, WHICH WOULD NOT SEEM TO FALL 
WITHIN HIS NORMAL SECRETARIA RESPONSIBILITIES 

WHICH UNTIL NOW WERE THOUGHT TO INCLUDE PRIMARILY 
ORGANIZATIONAL AFFAIRS. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
BIO INFO DEPARTMENT MIGHT HAVE WHICH WOULD ACCOUNT 
FOR VERDET’S APPARENT NEW RESPONSIBILITIES VIS-A-VIS 
THE SOVIETS. 

BARNES 
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